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Music in School Policy

1. Rationale

At Williamstown High School we value and are interested in creating and enhancing a learning
community that maximises the learning opportunities for all students during the school day.
The school understands that there are times when students may want to listen to music on
devices (eg: mobile phone, ipad, netbook device, other type of devices). This policy clearly
outlines our expectations regarding the appropriate use of listening to music on music devices
by students during the school day and extra-curricular activities.

2. Purpose

The school aims to provide a happy, safe and stimulating learning environment for all students.
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that listening to music does not disrupt this learning
environment. The policy seeks to clarify the responsibilities of staff, parent/guardians and
students with regards to appropriate use of listening to music on music devices by students
during the school day and extra-curricular activities.

3. Implementation

The School will:

e Take a school-wide consistent approach to explicitly teaching expectations about
appropriate use of listening to music on music devices during the school day, particularly in
the classroom, and during extra-curricular activities.

e Inform all new students and staff of the music in school policy and practices at WHS.

® Implement periodic professional learning for staff that will better inform staff members of
current issues and strategies to proactively handle issues regarding the appropriate use of
listening to music on music devices during school hours.

e Ensure staff maintain a consistent approach to enforcing the policy.

Student and parents/guardians responsibilities:

® |t is the responsibility of students to abide by the guidelines outlined in this policy.
Parents/guardians need (reasonably) to be aware of the school expectations and potential
ramifications should their child participate in unauthorised use of music devices.

®  Music devices are brought to and kept at school and used entirely at the owner’s risk. The
school cannot accept any responsibility for theft, loss, damage or health effects (potential
or actual) resulting from these devices.

® Students and parents should recognize that devices are a target for theft, consequently, they
should always be stored in a safe and secure place.

® Parents, guardians and students are asked to respect the learning environment at WHS.
Listening to music on music devices must be used only under teacher direction for
educational purposes. This includes listening to music on music devices while undertaking
studies in the classroom, during study sessions and during extra-curricular activities

® These guidelines also refer to listening to music on music devices during assemblies,
excursions, incursions, extra-curricular activities, camps, detentions, reflection / reteaching
sessions or other teaching activities.

® Under the direction of the Student Welfare Coordinator, and with the support of the parent
/ guardian, some students may be given an exemption to the above guidelines to support
their wellbeing.
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Ratification:
This policy was ratified by school council on 26 March 2019.

4.  Specific procedures

During the school day and extra-curriculuar activities:

® Llistening to music on music devices must be used only under teacher direction for
educational purposes. This includes listening to music on music devices while undertaking
studies in class, during study sessions and during extra-curricular activities

e Students are able to listen to music on their music devices (with the soundless features
switched on) during lunchtime and recess only, unless otherwise allowed by a supervising
teacher.

e When students are listening to music on a music device it must not be used in any manner
or place that is dispruptive to the normal routines of the school or to other people.

e Student’s music devices must be placed securely in the student’s locker or carried by the
student in a safe and out of sight manner (eg: in zipped pocket) when not in use.

Music Devices must not be used:

e During class time, study sessions, assemblies, excursions, incursions, extra-curricular
activities, camps, detentions, reflection / reteaching sessions or other teaching activities,
unless otherwise allowed by a supervising teacher e.g. where music devices may be used for
e-learning or other learning activities.

School procedure for inappropriate use of music devices:

e Students who listen to music on a music device inappropriately at school will be dealt with
consistently by the Student Engagement and Wellbeing team, in accordance with the
school’s Student Wellbeing and Engagement and Bullying Prevention policies. This may
involve the confiscation of a student’s music device.

e [f astudent’s music device is confiscated it will be stored securely in the school safe and
returned after a meeting with the student, parent/guardian and / or relevant school
member.

5. Evaluation and review

This policy was ratified by the School Council in 2019 and will be reviewed as part of the 3 year
school review cycle and in the event of any incident which may prompt a review of the policy.

6. References
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7. Consultative process

This is a school based policy and therefore consultation was undertaken with students, teachers
and parents. We choose to present all policies at school council for noting and ratification. This
policy was tabled at the Education Policy Sub Committee during term three for discussion and
noted in the minutes at school council for ratification.

It was developed in consultation by the Student Engagement and Wellbeing Team and Campus
Principal at Bayview.
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